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DEAN MORRIS — GIVE OUR STRAYS A CHANCE 

Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [5.33 pm]: I will be very quick, because I know that other 
members are seeking the call. I would like to relay to Madam President and members of the chamber a meeting 
I had the other day with a 17-year-old young man named Dean Morris, who runs an organisation called Give Our 
Strays A Chance. For the last seven years, Dean has run this organisation and tried to raise awareness and funds 
for stray animals, and stray dogs in particular. He has raised, I think, about a quarter of a million dollars over 
that time, which has been donated to shelters and to saving stray animals. He is quite a remarkable young man. 
During our conversation, the topic turned to various matters of animal welfare, of course, but specifically to 
domestic violence and animal welfare, when instances of domestic violence have an impact on people’s pets 
and when threats to a pet impact on people being able to leave domestic violence situations. It was quite interesting 
to me because I have heard, through my acquaintances, horrible accounts of violence being caused towards pets. 
I recall one story being recounted to me of an acquaintance arriving home after a shift at work to find their beloved 
dog had been killed in their backyard by their ex-partner. That is an absolutely traumatic thing for somebody to 
have to go through. 

I will read an excerpt from an article written by Ms Kellie Scott that appeared on ABC Life. It states — 

There’s lots of reasons why women in abusive relationships don’t always leave—a lack of finances, 
accommodation and concerns about children. 

Seventy per cent of women fleeing domestic violence also report pet abuse, — 

That is 70 per cent — 

and it’s another reason many victims delay leaving. They fear the animal who has provided love and 
support when they need it most will be harmed. 

“At the very least they are worried about leaving their pets behind because they’ll be neglected; won’t be 
fed or cared for. Worse, they are worried their animals will be killed,” says Julie Herbert, state foster care 
coordinator with RSPCA Queensland. 

When women know their pet will be safe it allows them to take care of themselves. 

This is concerning to me. I have long held the view that domestic violence penalties should be beefed up and that 
those who prey on the vulnerable should feel the full brunt of our criminal law. 

I draw members’ attention to division 3 of the Animal Welfare Act 2002, which deals with cruelty to animals. 
Section 19(2)(a) states that it is an offence if a person — 

tortures, mutilates, maliciously beats or wounds, abuses, torments, or otherwise ill-treats, the animal … 

The minimum penalty is a fine of $2 000. The maximum penalty is a fine of $50 000 and imprisonment for five years. 
The concern I have is that there is no aggravated loading if this offence occurs in a domestic violence scenario. It 
seems to me that it might be sensible for the government to consider creating some aggravated circumstances around 
cruelty to an animal. If the government does not, it is something that I will advance in my own time. There is quite 
a stark difference between somebody who neglects an animal merely through indifference or incompetence, and 
somebody who deliberately and maliciously harms an animal, especially if they know that it is a way to get through 
to and cause pain and anguish to an intimate partner in a domestic violence scenario. Hon Charles Smith is nodding 
his head. As a former police officer, I am sure that he has seen the kind of scenario I am referring to. It seems to 
me that when an animal is abused in that kind of scenario as a vindictive weapon against an intimate partner, it is 
not just the cruelty to the animal that needs to be taken into account, but also the psychological effect and the terror 
inflicted on the person who owns the animal. If a person is able to harm an animal in such a vindictive way, that 
person is capable of committing acts of violence upon a human being. That should be a huge red flag to us. I think 
the Criminal Code, or the Animal Welfare Act, at the very least, should recognise that and there should be measures 
to address that. That is one aspect of the problem. 

I am glad to say that work is being done in this space. The RSPCA runs a service called Pets in Crisis. Women, or 
any people in a domestic violence scenario, who have pets and are worried about how they can move out and find 
accommodation can drop their animals off with the RSPCA. The government provided some support for that initiative 
back in 2017. When I talked to Mr Dean Morris, he informed me that another organisation called Animal Rescue 
Cooperative currently provides a similar service for pets in crisis in regional areas of Western Australia and that it 
might be rolled out in metropolitan Perth, which would be fantastic. In lieu of a criminal justice response to this 
issue, at least some people are out there providing services to people who are facing domestic violence scenarios 
and have animals and pets in crisis. I encourage members to have a look at the services provided by the RSPCA 
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and the Animal Rescue Cooperative, and to check out Give Our Strays A Chance, which is a fantastic organisation 
that does great work. 
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